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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed on 09/23/2003. 

2. Claims 29-33 and 34-55 have been withdrawn for consideration. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-28 is drawn to a method directed to access argumentation or 
optimizing, classified in class 707, subclass 2. 

II. Claims 29-33 is drawn to a method directed to specific application, 
apparatus or process, classified in class 700, subclass 90 

III. Claims 34-55 is drawn to a method directed to application of database or 

■ 

data structure, classified in class 707, subclass 104.1 . 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following 
reasons: 

Inventions in Groups l-lll are related are subcombinations disclosed as useable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if • 
they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention in Group I has 
separate utility such as access argumentation or optimizing. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
Invention in Group II has separate utility and requires specific application, apparatus or 
process. As well as Group III is distinct and to be usable separately. Because these 
inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a separate status 
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in the art as shown by different classification, restriction for examination purpose as 
indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Mr. Michael J. Wallace (Reg. No. 44,486) a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention documents 
editing, claims 1-28. Claims 29-33 and 34-55 are withdrawn from further consideration 
by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Applicants are advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143) 

Applicants are reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR1. 48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of the inventorship must be accompanied 
by a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/668,949 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2168 

5. Claims *=S8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ben- 
shachar, Ofer (Patent No. 5761656) hereinafter "Ben-shachar". 

For claim 1 , Ben-shachar teaches "a system for a building system application 
comprising: a database" (Col. 4, lines 26); "a data provider interface for converting between 
a common database access method and a database application programming interface 
(API)" (Col. 3, lines 29-45, Col. 5, lines 3-12, fig. 2A&B); and "an application infrastructure 
for coupling an application program to the data provider interface so that an application 
having common database access method instructions may access the database through 
the data provider interface" ( Col. 3, lines 29-45, Col. 5, lines 3-19. fig. 2A&B). 

For claim 2, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give 
above for rejected claim 1 above. Ben-shachar "wherein the database is comprised of a 
plurality of databases" (Col. 6, lines 57-59). 

For claim 3, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give 
above for rejected claim 2 above. Ben-shachar teaches "the database being comprised of 
a real-time database" (Col. 4, lines 26-34, fig. 2A&B) and a data mart (Col. 5, lines 29-48, 
fig. 3). 
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For claim 5, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give 
above for rejected claim 1 above. Ben-shachar teaches "the application infrastructure 
further comprising: common components for application support" (Col. 1 ,. lines 50-64, fig.1). 

For claim 6, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give 
above for rejected claim 1 above. Ben-shachar teaches "the application infrastructure 
further comprising: Web-based components for coupling an application to another 
application over the Internet" (Col. 4, lines 20-60, fig. 2A). 

For claim 7, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 1 above. Ben-shachar teaches "the application 
infrastructure further comprising: operating system communication components for 
coupling an application to another application through an operating system" (Col. 4, 
lines 41-50). 

For claim 8, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give 
above for rejected claim 7 above. Ben-shachar teaches "wherein the operating system 
communication components communicate through a Windows operating system" (Col. 
4, lines 41-50). 

For claim 9, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give 
above for rejected claim 6 above. Ben-shachar teaches "wherein the Web-based 
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components couple an application to another application over the Internet through a 
customer web portal" (Col. 5, lines 29-34, fig. 3). 

For claim 10, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 1 above. Ben-shachar teaches "a configuration utility for 
developing a file structure representative of a building system and for associating 
configuration data with components identified in the file structure" (Abstract, Col. 2, lines 32- 
39). 

For claim 1 1 , this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 1 above. Ben-shachar teaches "a data collector interface for 
coupling external data sources to the database" (Col. 5, lines 1-17.). 

For claim 12, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 1 1 above. Ben-shachar teaches "wherein the data collector 
interface converts data from the native format for an external data source to one that is 
compatible with the database structure" (Col. 3, lines 28-45, Col. 5, lines 3-15). 

For claim 13, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 12 above. Ben-shachar teaches "transaction services for 
generating instructions for the database API to store the converted data in the database" 
(Col. 5, lines 5-12). 
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For claim 14, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 1 1 above. Ben-shachar teaches "a scheduling service for 
activating the data collector interface to interrogate the external data sources for data to be 
stored in the database" (Col. 3, lines 20-50). 

For claim 15, Ben-shachar teaches " a method for supporting a building system 
application comprising: storing data in a database" (Col.4, lines 26); and 
"converting between common database access method instructions and database 
application programming interface (API) instructions for the database so that an application 
having common database access method instructions may access the database" (Col. 3, 
lines 29-45, Col. 5, lines 3-12, Col. 5, lines 3-19, fig. 2B). 

For claim 16, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 15 above. Ben-shachar teaches "wherein the data are 
stored in a plurality of databases within the database"(Col. 6, lines 57-59). 

For claim 17, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give 
above for rejected claim 1 5 above. Ben-shachar teaches "wherein the data are stored in 
one of a real-time database (Col. 4, lines 26-34, fig. 2A&B) and a data mart (Col. 5, lines 
29-48, fig. 3). 



Application/Control Number: 10/668,949 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2168 

For claim 19, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 15 above. Ben-shachar teaches "coupling common 
components to an application for communication support" (Col. 1, lines 50-64, fig.1). 



For claim 20, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 19 above. Ben-shachar teaches "coupling an application to 
another application through a Web-based component for communication over the 
lnternet"(Col. 4, lines 20-60, fig. 2A). 

For claim 21, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 19 above. Ben-shachar teaches "coupling an application to 
another application through an operating system communication component for supporting 
application communication through the operating system" (Col. 4, lines 41-50). 

For claim 22, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 21 above. Ben-shachar teaches "wherein the operating 
system communication component coupling includes coupling Windows-based 
communication component to the application" (Col. 4, lines 41-50). 

For claim 23, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 20 above. Ben-shachar teaches "wherein the application 
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communication over the Internet communicates through a customer web portal"(Col. 5, 
lines 29-34, fig. 3). 

For claim 24, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 20 above. Ben-shachar teaches "developing a file structure 
having components representative of a building system; and associating configuration data 
with the components identified in the file structure" (see [Abstract, Col. 2, lines 32-39]) 

For claim 25, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 15 above. Ben-shachar teaches coupling external data 
sources to the database" (Col. 5, lines 1-12). 

For claim 26, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 25 above. Ben-shachar teaches "converting data from a 
native format for an external data source to one that is compatible with the database" (Col. 
3, lines 28-45, Col. 5, lines 3-1 5). 

For claim 27, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 26 above. Ben-shachar teaches "generating instructions 
for the database API to store the converted data in the database" ([Col. 5, lines 1-12] 
wherein using SQL could help update a database). 



Application/Control Number: 10/668,949 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2168 

For claim 28, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument 
give above for rejected claim 27 above. Ben-shachar teaches "interrogating, on a 
scheduled basis, the external data sources for data to be stored in the database" (Col. 3, 
lines 20-50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person leaving ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as. being unpatentable over 
Ben-Shachar, Ofer (Patent No. 5761656) in the view of Bakalash et al. (Pub No. 
2005/0149491) hereinafter "Bakalash". 

For claims 4 and 18, these claims are rejected on grounds corresponding to the 
argument give above for rejected claims 3 and 15 above. Ben-shachar does not explicitly 
teaches "the data mart being configured in one of a snowflake and star data organization". 
However, Bakalash teaches "the data mart being configured in one of a snowflake and star 
data organization" (see paragraph [0155], [0156], [0067], [0073] fig. 18A&B]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the time of the invention 
to combine the teaching of Ben-shachar with Bakalash, wherein star schema is a means of 
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storing data based on a set of know database and database dimension. Star schema is 
well known in the art for organizing data. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/668,949 
Art Unit: 2168 



Page 12 



CONCLUSION 



8. The following prior art cited on the PTO-892 form, not relied upon, is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OLUBUSOLA ONI whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2738. The examiner can normally be reached on 7. 30-5. 00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, TIM VO can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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